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Excerpt of a message 
received by Mrs. Maria 

Esperanza de Bianchini 

Little daughter, here you have me 
with my hands enriched with graces 
and covered with splendors of light, 
to call all my children to conversion. 

This is the seed of glory I offer 
as “MARY RECONCILER OF 

ALL PEOPLES AND NATIONS”, 
for I come to reconcile all of you! 

Reconciliation is the inheritance of 
the divine brotherhood of my Divine 

Son! Little daughter, pass on my 
message to everyone. I shall keep 
you here in my Heart from this day 

forward and forever!

Words of the President of the
Betania Foundation

Heaven revealed to Maria Esperanza that the Lord would 
give her a very important land, which she would recognize 
because it would have abundant sugar cane, and that it 
would serve many souls in the world. When we married, 
she told me about this land and a great enthusiasm for 
finding this chosen place was born in me.

Sometimes Maria Esperanza was impelled to visit 
different places in Venezuela in order to look for this land 
of promises, until one day a gentleman unexpectedly 
offered my partner, Mr. Andreu, and me a land in the 
Valles del Tuy. People said it was the best land in the 
area.

We told Maria Esperanza about this opportunity and 
on March 29, 1974 we went to see it with her. Once we 
arrived, Maria felt she had finally found the blessed place. 
Finally, in June of that same year Betania was purchased 
and from that moment on we began to visit it.

Bishop Juan Jose Bernal, some time that year, suggested 
that Maria Esperanza create a foundation that would 
support and serve the Church, drawing souls to the Lord. 
Bishop Bernal considered it wise, since he knew Maria 
Esperanza well, long before when he was Archbishop 
of Ciudad Bolivar, and he also knew that many people 
followed her because of her gift of good counsel.

On April 19, 1979 the Betania Foundation Civil 
Association was established. More than 130 people 
were enlisted, committing themselves to work for a better 
tomorrow. Two years later, when Maria Auxiliadora began 
to study music, the Betania Choir was founded on April 
19, 1981, which would later be an indispensable pillar for 
this mission. 

36th Anniversary of the Apparition of Our Lady in Finca Betania

On March 25, 1976 the Virgin Mary appeared for the first time in 
Finca Betania, just as it had been announced to Maria Esperanza 
de Bianchini, who was declared a Servant of God in January, 2010 
when her Beatification and Canonization Cause was opened.

The Virgin appeared to Mrs. Maria Esperanza under a new title, 
when she told her she had come as Mary, Virgin and Mother, 
Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations.

After this beautiful apparition the Virgin continued visiting during 
the following years. But it was in 1984 when she appeared in 
Betania to approximately 150 people who testified having seen her 
clearly and vividly. This group included children, college students, 
adults, people from the army, doctors, psychologists, psychiatrists, 
engineers, lawyers, etc. 

The “Betania Foundation Civil Association” was 
constituted on April 19, 1979 in Caracas, under the 
initiative of the Servant of God Maria Esperanza de 
Bianchini who was its President-Founder.

Mrs. Maria Esperanza de Bianchini often said that 
Betania in Venezuela would be the first of many Betania 
Communities around the world, and that there would 
be more than twelve Betanias. This prediction has 
been confirmed today since there are already sixteen 
communities.

When Was the Betania Foundation Created and How 
Did the Communities in the World Emerge?

The Betania Foundation was established as a non 
profit, non-political civil association to carry out social, 
charitable and religious works, seeking a new basis of 
human rights.

It is a community movement that has as its essence 
to fight for a world of true sharing among men, without 
discrimination whatsoever, ensuring a closer relationship 
among men and between them and God. 
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The blog ¨primeroscristianos.com¨ published on the Web on March 21, 2011 
explains that the word ¨retreat¨, from the Latin word recessus, means to move 
aside, to withdraw. When this retreat has a religious purpose, a supernatural 
motive, we can speak of spiritual retreats. A retreat is a time and space to speak 
more intimately with God and to pray.

Mr. Geo Bianchini and his family enjoyed such a retreat with God during Carnival 
with the indispensable presence of the representative of the Church, Father Juan 
Carlos Silva. The reason for this retreat was to draw closer as a family, to be 
immersed in the presence of God, and to reflect on the aspects that determine 
spiritual growth.

36th Anniversary of the Apparition of 
Our Lady in Finca Betania

Carnival Filled with the Presence of God

NEWS  BETANIA – VENEZUELA

After that apparition on March 25, 1984, the Church began an 
investigation led by the Bishop of the Diocese, who was at that time, 
Monsignor Pio Bello Ricardo. It culminated with an official approval 
declared in a Pastoral Document on November 21, 1987, in which 
he states that the apparitions in Finca Betania are authentic, of 
supernatural character, and of divine origin.

Carlos Marrero Born, one of the witnesses of the apparition, and a 
son-in-law of Mrs. Maria Esperanza, asserted that after the apparition 
he ran toward the grotto and felt as if all of the sounds and the noise 
of the people in the place had disappeared, finding himself alone with 
nature. At that time people were crying and yelling with joy.

We invite all our readers, your families and friends to attend to the 36th 
Anniversary of this wonderful event next March 25, for the celebration 
of the Holy Mass which will be officiated by His Excellency Bishop 
Freddy Fuenmayor.

On March 25, 1984 the Virgin appeared in Betania to approximately 150 people, fulfilling the 
promise that she had made to Maria Esperanza. From that moment on I realized that Betania was 
a place prepared by God to help many souls.

The objective of the Betania Foundation is shielded in faith to work for a better tomorrow. This 
means to win souls for God, to give the best we have which comes from the Lord, and to love our 
neighbor.

The apparition took place because at this time there are many divisions, so we could forgive 
and reconcile as brothers. We are apostles of reconciliation and we are obliged to spread these 
concepts around the world.

This nonprofit association has been created through the divine inspiration of a revered Bishop, His 
Excellency Monsignor Juan Jose Bernal and a great woman, Maria Esperanza.

My great desire, Lord, is my complete conversion, the conversion of my family, of the Betania 
Communities, and of the world, so we all may truly feel we are children of God. Thus I ask the Lord 
that this new initiative to publish a Newsletter with information on the events in Finca Betania and 
the Betania Communities to be another reason for unity, for conversion and to build a greater desire 
to serve. Amen.

Words of the President of the Betania Foundation 

Geo Bianchini Giani

When Was the Betania Foundation Created 
and How Did the Communities in the World 
Emerge?

By carrying out these objectives, the divine commandment to “Love one another as 
I have loved you” will be fulfilled! This commandment is also fulfilled by spreading 
and handing on the message that the Blessed Virgin gave to Mrs. Maria Esperanza 
in Finca Betania, Venezuela under the title, Mary, Virgin and Mother, Reconciler of 
all Peoples and Nations.

The dictionary of the Spanish Royal Academy defines a community as a group 
of people linked by common characteristics or interests. The Betania Foundation 
has sixteen communities, which follow the philosophy and ideals of the Betania 
Foundation.

Betania, Venezuela, has developed a Newsletter called “Mensajera de la 
Reconciliacion / Messenger of Reconciliation”, seeking to integrate these 
communities; to inform everyone about matters related to the Catholic Church, and 
about the process of beatification and canonization of our Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza; to offer excerpts of messages of our Lady Reconciler of all Peoples 
and Nations; to publicize the activities carried out by members of the Betania 
Foundation’s headquarters and of the other communities; to notify everyone of 
upcoming concerts, pilgrimages, trips, events, etc.; and to dictate the parameters 
of the philosophy of the community, that is to say, how to live the spirit of Betania.

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org



03

The Betania Choir was founded on April 19, 1981 under the leadership of Professor Maria Auxiliadora Bianchini de Leon and it includes many of the members 
of the Betania Foundation Civil Association. Over the years, the choir has developed a truly diverse repertoire with different musical styles, completing six 
albums during its thirty-year career.

Here is a brief description of some concerts presented to the Betania Choir last year: 

The Betania Choir in 2011

It began on Saturday, February 17, and ended on the night of February 21. Some of the topics discussed were: a lax and scrupulous conscience, the 
importance of the commandments, the purity of body and spirit, among others.

Meditations on excerpts of the Bible such as St. Paul and St. John were also presented, for example, how St. Paul was knocked off of his horse and how he 
actually gave up everything for God, and how great the mercy of the Lord was when He forgave those who truly repented from the bottom of their hearts. In the 
Gospel of St. John, the meditation concerned the question: How can a person believe he loves the Lord if he does not love his neighbor?

All these meditations were accompanied by reflexions, confessions, periods of silence, the holy rosary and other devotions. According to comments made by 
the Bianchini family they felt renewed, strengthened, joyful, and the need to draw closer to the Lord.

January 2011

Mass at “Santa Ana’s” Church in 
Caracas, Venezuela, to commemorate 
the 1st anniversary of the opening of the 
Beatification and Canonization Cause of 
the Servant of God, Maria Esperanza de 
Bianchini.

June and July 2011

Participation in the First Communions and 
Confirmations at the following schools: 
Washington, Los Arcos, and Mater Dei in 
San Antonio de Los Altos. During these 
months, the choir was also called to 
participate in the IV National Eucharistic 
Congress of Venezuela 2011.

December 2011

The Betania Choir held Christmas concerts 
titled, ¨Navidad en Familia / Christmas 
with the Family¨ in: Cumbres de Curumo, 
El Cigarral, the Andes Institute, the 
Amphitheatre El Hatillo, and the Claret 
School. These concerts were offered 
by the choir to the people of Caracas 
during Christmas time with the intention of 
presenting the true essence of Christmas 
and the dream of the Christian family of 
experiencing how our Beloved Baby Jesus 
is born again during this holy season.

August 2011

Mass for the 7th anniversary of the passing 
of the Servant of God Maria Esperanza, was 
held in the Chapel of the East Cemetery, in 
Caracas.

November 2011

Concerts of the Betania Choir at the Church 
of “Our Lady of Peace”, in Williamstown, 
New Jersey; and also in Vandalia, Illinois, 
USA.

March 2011

Holy Mass was celebrated on March 25 to 
commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 
apparition of the Virgin, Reconciler of all 
Peoples and Nations, in Finca Betania. This 
day the choir provided the music for a Mass 
offered by the Bishop of the Diocese of Los 
Teques, Freddy Fuenmayor, concelebrated 
by Father Otty Aristizabal and an American 
priest, Father Timothy Byerley.

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org
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Dear reader,

This letter has reached you with the sole purpose of informing you about 
our “Betania Foundation” which after years of expectation is now a dream 
come true. 

I always had the firm conviction and the unwavering faith that this day 
would come, the outset of the sowing of the abundant harvest for the 
future. 

I say, this society will be a community for the People of God, not only in 
Venezuela, land of promises, but also in Italy, Israel and the rest of the 
world, enabling each one of us to take part in a mission of service for 
the development of a new world; for the salvation for the generations to 
come. 

As established in the Statutory Constitution Papers it is a Civil 
Association, a social, non-political and non-profit organization, from which 
– with a group of people, uniting forces and souls – I will work to carry out 
activities to serve mankind. 

The mission of this social work, BETANIA FOUNDATION, will be the 
cleansing and the new establishment of human rights following a plan 
which has as its main facet the development of “common well-being”, 
the principle of man’s human rights, touching deeply the area of social 
justice, which is nothing other than the fundamental rights of freedom of 
conscience, considering in particular, the dimensions of man regarding 
his self-awareness and his sense of dignity.

It is a community enterprise which rests on the fundamental basis of 
struggling for a world of true sharing among men with no discrimination 
whatsoever; looking to draw men closer together, and draw men closer to 
God, the prime basis for true universal brotherhood.

I want you to know, once again, that God lives among us, and we live in 
the warmth and in the light of His wisdom.

Children, youth, adults and the elderly are the object, the field of our 
promotional humanitarian activity.

Henceforth, you must not feel lonely. We are waiting for you here, and 
in mutual aid we will strive to solve those inevitable hard difficulties that 
we all experience, either because of breaking a higher law or because of 
being subjected to a trial in order to temper our spirits. 

As a great family we will share your grief and your happiness as well. It is 
worthwhile to struggle, work, and give ourselves completely in pursuit of 
these ideals which convey the complete fulfillment of human beings.  

Anyone who wants to join our Association will be welcomed, as long as 
the person accepts its Bylaws and Regulations.

Fraternally, 
 
Maria Esperanza Medrano de Bianchini 
Founder

Mrs. Maria Esperanza Medrano de Bianchini 
Caracas, May 24, 1979

Words of the Founder
Words of the Vice-Postulator

The Progress of the Beatification Cause

January 31, 2010 was a 
clear and sunny, yet bitterly 
cold day in Metuchen, New 
Jersey. That afternoon, 
Bishop Paul Bootkoski of 
the Diocese of Metuchen 
formally declared the 
opening of the Beatification 
and Canonization Cause of 
the Servant of God, Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini 
in the Cathedral of Saint 
Francis of Assisi. As the 
pronouncement fell from his 
lips, the nine hundred people 
jammed into the cathedral 
and an overflow of more than 
three hundred others in the 

gymnasium adjacent to the cathedral erupted into deafening applause. 
The celebration of this event spilled over to the Holiday Inn in Clinton, 
New Jersey where the Betania Foundation was lodging. The night was 
capped by splendid dinner and joyful singing with the Betania Choir. 
The grandeur of this day is etched in our memories forever. 
 
Since the opening of the cause, our task has been to prove fame of 
sanctity and fame of intercession of Maria Esperanza. The fame of 
sanctity is the reputation for heroic virtue that the faithful attribute to 
someone that they knew personally while the candidate was living. The 
fame of intercession is the spontaneous movement among ordinary 
Christians to seek the prayers of a deceased person whom they believe 
is able to obtain special favors from God on their behalf. The fame of 
sanctity is ultimately confirmed my miracles.
 
We have been working diligently with the postulator in Rome to facilitate 
this process. Very soon the Historical and Theological Commissions 
will complete their tasks. The Tribunal continues to take the testimonies 
of the canonical witnesses. This aspect of the process will take some 
time. In the meantime, we continue to promote the life and spirituality 
of the Servant of God, Maria Esperanza in any way we can without 
making claims of sanctity or saying and doing things that prejudice 
the judgment of the Church. The Venezuelan Bishops Conference has 
been informed of our progress.
 
At this point, we request your continued prayers and support for the 
cause. We expect to issue a few publications this year to help you 
appreciate the spiritual patrimony left to the Church by our beloved 
Maria Esperanza. God bless you and thank you for living the message 
of family unity and fraternal reconciliation with great hope and joy.
 
Fr. Timothy E. Byerley, Ph.D.
Vice Postulator
Beatification and Canonization Cause of Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

CAUSE – MRS. MARIA ESPERANZA

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org
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Penance is the force that counteracts the evil of the world. For me, 
penance is not to be with my beloved ones, because I would like to have 
them together.

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION
 OF MARIA ESPERANZA

Merciful Father, You blessed Maria Esperanza with an abundance of 
spiritual gifts for the consolation of your People. She served You as 
wife, mother, and missionary to promote the unity of the family and the 
reconciliation of all peoples. You enabled her to be the central figure in 
the manifestations of the Virgin Mary, under the title of Reconciler of 
all Peoples and Nations, in Betania. Grant us the grace to follow her 
example of humility, hope, and unconditional love.

Through the intercession of your servant, Maria Esperanza, we pray for the 
healing and reconciliation of our families, and for the fraternal unity of the entire 
human family.
Especially, we beseech You to grant us the favors we now request (mention 
your intentions here) through the merits and prayers of your servant. Likewise, 
we humbly implore that she be inscribed in the Church’s catalogue of saints, as 
a universal model of the beatitudes.
We pray all this according to your holy will, cherished by your servant until the 
end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, Our Lord.  Amen.

With the ecclesiastical approval of Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of Metuchen, New 
Jersey, December 4, 2009

For more information or to report a miracle go to:  
www.mariaesperanza.org / www.betania.org.ve

Spiritual Maxims of
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

I believe that it is my duty to narrate the following event to you as a 
Minister and the Representative of the dioceses of Los Teques. In such 
a way, I will comply with the Holy Doctrine of testifying to a true and 
veritable fact, for it will reaffirm and purify the heart of the Christian 
People. 

Thus moved by a profound heartfelt sentiment, I will leave a trace of 
a small ray of light to shine upon the hearts of many. You represent 
[the shepherd] of a specific sector [of the Church], that needs to be led 
with steady hands and with the judgment of the Good Shepherd who 
understands his flock. 

I bear witness of something special, a Mother, Mary, Virgin and Mother 
of the Church who appeared in these times as: Mary, Reconciler of all 
Peoples; a title which leads us to reflection and to elevate our spirits! 
Before Her presence, graces are received, and the moral essence 
held in the Commandments of Her Son Jesus Christ is understood; the 
principles of love, the way of truth and life, are the only route to God! 

Mary, Virgin and Mother appeared in order to call us, so we will make 
amends and discover perfection in Jesus. Forgiving, blessing and 
glorifying, He continues to give the Fire of His Love to His people 
through His teachings. It is a continuous song of peace, of forgiveness 
and of mercy, redeeming many souls. 

Now then, Our Lady appeared in all Her splendor, grace and spiritual depth on the 
top of a small, green (the color of hope), hill, in the midst of rocks, resembling a 
grotto. Water from the streams sprouted forth and fell over it. She appeared as Our 
Lady and we saw Her there all embellished in white; splendorous, caressing, all 
light, all love, all extraordinary beauty of magnificent splendidness filled with Divine 
Perfection! 

Behold a wonderful sight, never seen before. Her garment was white and pure 
like thick bundles of cotton, with Her Hands over Her Chest. She had a blue sash 
around Her Waist and a rosary on Her right Arm inviting us to prayer. She extended 
Her Arms and Hands filled with light, an insinuation to shelter us in Her Heart, to 
sweetly embrace us as She embraces Her small Child, the Heavenly Cherubim, 
Jesus in us and we in Him! 

This Mother through Her presence offers us so much safety! She provides us with 
much joy! What kindness! 

This is the truth a group of souls have lived since March 25, 1984, whom united, 
have shared the good ways of the sincere. In Betania of the Holy Waters, that 
Mother, all kindness and tenderness gives Herself fully to us to meet us and to 
reconcile us with our brothers; to analyze each one’s virtues in order to embrace 
one another, covered with the protective power of trust, rectitude and human 
wisdom. 

It was therefore, the admirable teaching of a day of light which filled our hearts with 
extraordinary experiences, endowing us with harmony and inner peace, that is to 
say, the holy privilege of announcing to the world this Good News for the future; 
the Divine Kingdom of the Spirit among the children of a people calling for justice, 
where justice will triumph, where love will flourish in the hearts, serving and holding 
the Beatitudes! 

Behold my humble statement of a Day of Light! 

I beg for your blessing. Respectfully yours, 

Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

TESTIMONY OF
MRS. MARIA ESPERANZA DE BIANCHINI

Caracas, July 13, 1984

Most Reverend 
PIO BELLO RICARDO 
Bishop of Los Teques (Miranda State) 

Your Excellency Monsignor Pio Bello, 

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org
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Betania I

Location: Finca Betania, Miranda, Venezuela
Foundation: 04-19-1979

Representative: Mr. Geo Bianchini
E-mail: corom3@gmail.com / carlosm3@gmail.com

Betania IV

Location: Los Angeles, C.A, USA
Foundation: 02-2008

Representative: Fr. Vincent Hughes
E-mail: frvince2006@yahoo.com

Betania VII

Location: Lima, Peru
Foundation: 06-2008

Representatives: Dr. Juan Succar / 
Mrs. Rosalia de Gazzo / Mrs. Luisi de Llosa

E-mail: cheblyk@gmail.com / rgazzo@hotmail.com /
luisidellosa@hotmail.com

Betania II

Location: Medway, MA, USA
Foundation: 05-04-1997

Representatives:
Sister Margaret Sims / Mrs. Rose Patek

E-mail: srmargaret@betania2.org / showum@aol.com

Betania III

Location: Long Beach Island, NJ, USA
Foundation: 07-27-2008

Representative: Fr. Timothy Byerley
E-mail: bobkofc@verizon.net

Betania V

Location: Miami, FL, USA
Foundation: 06-2008

Representative: Mrs. Julie de Cannon
E-mail: juliehcannon@hotmail.com

Betania VI

Location: Buenos Aires, Argentina
Foundation: 06-2008

Representative: Mrs. Mariana Dover / Mrs. Norma Varone
E-mail:

manidover@gmail.com / normavarone@hotmail.com

Betania VIII

Location: Rome, Italy
Foundation: 09-20-2010

Representatives: Mr. Benedetto Giacomini / 
Mrs. Milena Morelli

E-mail: icaro.benny@libero.it / milena.5m@ libero.it / 
betania8.roma@libero.it

COMUNITIES OF BETANIA

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org
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Betania IX

Location: Madrid, Spain
Foundation: 10-2005

Representatives: Mr. Javier Galue / Mrs. Anabel de Galue
E-mail: javierga01@gmail.com

Betania XII

Location: Koenigstein, Taunus, Germany
Foundation: 02-2010

Representative: Mrs. Mary Smith
E-mail: mary.b.smith9@gmail.com

Betania XV

Location: Richmond Prince Edward Island, Canada
Foundation: 03-2010

Representative: Ms. Ginette Arsenault
E-mail: ginette@pei.sympatico.ca

Betania X

Location: Williamstown, NJ, USA
Foundation: 08-02-2008

Representative: Fr. Cadmus Mazzarella
E-mail: jhyndman@olopp.org

Betania XI

Location: Haddon Heights, NJ, USA
Foundation: 05-2010

Representative: Fr. Timothy Byerley
E-mail: judybickel@verizon.net

Betania XIII

Location: Long Island, NY, USA
Foundation: 03-2010

Representative: Mr. Fino Giordano
E-mail: finogior@aol.com

Betania XIV

Location: Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, BWI
Foundation: 03-2010

Representative: Mrs. Merle Burke
E-mail: betania14@candw.ky

Betania XVI

Location: Vandalia, IL, USA
Foundation: 11-13-2011

Representatives: Mrs. Debbie Pryor / Mrs. Vanessa Keck
E-mail: d.pryor1@yahoo.com

 

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org
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Concerts of the Betania Choir

Event: Confirmation Ceremony at the Claret School
Place: Claret School, specifically at the covered patio 
Date: April 29, 2012
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Details: Holy Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Fernando
Castro, Auxiliary Bishop of Caracas

Events 

Event: Holy Week
Date: April 1-8, 2012
Place: Betania, Venezuela
Details: Foot Washing, Last Supper, Stations of the Cross, holy rosary, 
Holy Mass, religious movies, meditations, and others.

Event: Anniversary of the Betania Foundation and the Betania Choir
Date: April 19, 2012
Place: Caracas, Venezuela
Details: Holy Mass

AGENDA

Informative Table

Edition: The Bianchini Family and the Betania Foundation
Design: Kyra Camero and Pedro Jaime Bianchini
Photography: The Bianchini Family and the Betania Foundation

Trips

Place: Denmark. Sankt Knud Lavars Hus, Haraldsted
Date: July 19-22, 2012
Retreat: Coram Christo (In the presence of Christ)
Subject: The Divine Mercy of Jesus leads us to the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist
Details: A retreat for the youth. The leaders expect two-four participants
from Venezuela who must enroll before April 1, 2012
Information: Contact Maria Coromoto Bianchini

Research: The Bianchini Family and the Betania Foundation
Acknowledgments to: Fr. Timothy Byerley
Additional information: www.betania.org.ve and/or www.
mariaesperanza.org
Suggestions and/or comments: corom3@gmail.com

The Year of Faith
Declared by the Sovereign Pontiff

 
The faithful are invited to read and meditate the Apostolic Letter Porta 
Fidei

Last October 11, 2011 Pope Benedict XVI declared a Year of Faith. This 
year will begin on October 11, 2012 and will conclude on November 24, on 
the Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.

In this regard, Pope Benedict XVI in his Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei, notes 
that “On this joyful commemoration, I invite all brothers, Bishops of the 
Orb, to join the Successor of Peter at this time of spiritual grace that Lord 
offers us to remember the precious gift of Faith.”
The Year of Faith is intended to contribute to a renewed conversion to 
the Lord Jesus . . . . Through his love, Jesus Christ attracts to himself 
the people of every generation: in every age He convokes the Church, 

CHURCH

entrusting her with the proclamation of the Gospel by a mandate that is 
ever new. Today too, there is a need for stronger ecclesiastical commitment 
to new evangelization in order to rediscover the joy of believing and the 
enthusiasm for communicating the faith”, the Sovereign Pontiff appointed in 
the mentioned Apostolic Letter. 

That is why the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has written “The 
objective is to invite all the members of the Church to commit themselves 
to turn this year into a special opportunity to share the most valuable thing 
Christians have: Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of man, the King of the 
Universe”, “the author and finisher of our faith” (He 12:2).

Source:
Vatican. (2012). Roman Curia. Congregations. Doctrine of the Faith.
Doctrinal Documents. Year of Faith. Retrieved on 02-02-2012 from http:\\
www.vatican.va
Vatican. (2012). Holy Father. Benedict XVI. Apostolic Letters. Retrieved on
02-02-2012 from http:\\www.vatican.va

This apparition of March 25, 1976, along with the 
apparitions at Betania in 1984, were declared as authentic, 
of supernatural character, and of divine origin by His 
Excellency Bishop Pio Bello Ricardo in his Pastoral 
Letter on Betania, published on November 21, 1987. 

1st Apparition  
March 25, 1976


