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Words of the President of the Betania Foundation

It has now, since August 7, 2012, 
been eight years of the passing of 
Maria Esperanza, my dear wife. The 
memories of a life spent by her side 
were renewed; a truly wonderful life. 
I could never have imagined that the 
Lord was going to prepare a person 
to be by my side in order to fashion a 

beautiful family. I thank him for this every day of my life.

I feel moved. I cannot stop thanking Maria Esperanza for 
obeying the Father in leaving her desires aside to fulfill the 
mission He had entrusted to her. I was part of that mission, 
and I considered myself unworthy, and I still consider I do not 
deserve so much consideration of our Heavenly Father.

8th Anniversary of the passing of the Servant of God Maria Esperanza

Holy Mass was held on August 7, to commemorate the 8th 
Anniversary of the passing of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini, in the Eastern Cemetery, in La 
Guairita. Mass was officiated by His Excellency Bishop 
Georges Kahhale, former Patriarch of the Greek-Melkite 
Catholic Church of Saint George’s Cathedral, in Caracas, 
who was accompanied by seven priests, Venezuelans and 
foreigners.

The Eucharistic celebration was in thanksgiving to God for the 
work of the Servant of God Maria Esperanza, who in life helped 
many people to find Christ through her example, by being a lay 
woman who spread the message of love, reconciliation and family unity, primarily known for being the main 
visionary of the apparition of Our Lady Reconciler of Peoples and Nations in the Sanctuary of Betania. That day 
prayers were offered to the Lord for her prompt beatification.

Among those who assisted were: the Vice-Postulator of the Cause of Beatification, Father Timothy Byerley; the 
Pastor of the Cathedral of Caracas, Father Juan Carlos Silva; the Eastern Cemetery Chaplain, Father Rosendo 
Diaz Gonzalez; the Superior of the Maronite Catholic Mission, Father Augustine Saab; and the American priests, 
Father Cadmus Mazzarella and Christopher Markellos of the Parish of Our Lady of Peace in Williamstown, New 
Jersey. The Betania Choir participated with its touching pieces.

On August 6, as part of a touching and joyful spiritual retreat of the communities 
of Betania I, VI and X, a new building was inaugurated in Finca Betania: the 
Oratory, “The Cenacle of the Lord.” It is located on the site called Mount Zion, 
which was erected because of an inspiration received by the messenger of 
the Virgin of Betania, Maria Esperanza, in 1995. With the tolling of bells, the 
Ode to Joy rendered by the Betania Choir, and the blessing of His Excellency 
Bishop Georges Kahhale, Father Timothy Byerley and Father Juan Carlos 
Silva the oratory was inaugurated.

Inauguration of the Oratory, “The Cenacle of the Lord”

Excerpt of a message of Our 
Lady given to Mrs. Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini

Little daughter, continue 
on your path for we have 

prepared it! Little daughter, 
obedience shall be the basis 
of your inner life, to remain 
in contact and in unity with 
the Lord! Little children, be 
very good, spontaneous, 

natural… this shall make your 
life easier and happier! Little 
daughter, little children, help 
me conquer the hearts of all 

of your brothers!

MAY 3, 1977
11:00 A.M.

4th APPARITION 

The apparition of the Virgin on 
March 25, 1976 along with the 
apparitions in 1984, at Betania 
were declared authentic, of 
supernatural character, and of 
divine origin by His Excellency 
Bishop Pio Bello Ricardo in his 
Pastoral Letter published on 
November 21, 1987.
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When Maria Esperanza passed, she left me the 
responsibility of the entire family that had been sent 
by God. I do not know if I have been able to meet the 
expectations. I ask my Father in Heaven to forgive 
me and make me worthy of so much consideration.

All these memories are so beautiful! Maria 
Esperanza, you are my only and great love. I hope 
to meet you in eternity, so I may tell you about 
this poor love of mine, and assure you that I am 
completely and eternally yours. Thank you, Maria 
Esperanza. Amen.

PÁGINA 02

Mr. Geo Bianchini, priests, family and friends at the tomb of the 
Servant of God at the “Cementerio del Este”

Bishop Kahhale and priests celebrating Mass 
at the Oratory The Cenacle of the Lord
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NEWS BETANIA – VENEZUELA

Pilgrims of Betania X and Betania I meet again

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org

Also in attendance were many faithful, friends and family, who during 
Mass showed great joy at the memory of the Servant of God. Her family, 
which now adds up to forty members, currently continues to spread 
her message of evangelization. Likewise the large group of people 
who knew her in life bear witness to her deeds and even consider her 
their spiritual mother. There also were people who had heard about her 

8th Anniversary of the passing of the Servant of God Maria Esperanza

and now hold her in great esteem and consideration. In this regard, Father Byerley 
said that this date is celebrated every year and the group of participants is always 
growing, which indicates her reputation of holiness.

Meanwhile, her husband, Mr. Geo Bianchini, recalled her work: “Those happy years. 
Those happy days. Many teachings, many accurate indications that served us to 
understand the true way of God.”

In the same way, Bishop Kahhale talked about the Servant of God as a mother who 
followed in the footsteps of the Virgin Mary; and Father Rosendo Diaz expressed his 
wish that the Servant of God, with the Lord “may help us attain unwavering hope so 
we all may feel happy to live eternally in union with God”.

Many of Mrs. Maria Esperanza’s fruits of love stand today, including the Betania 
Foundation that now has branches throughout the world, forming seventeen 
international communities, fashioned by people who want to work for a better 
tomorrow, shielded by faith.

After the ceremony, those present walked to the tomb located in the same cemetery 
to pray the holy rosary. Cards and scapulars were distributed with the image of Jesus 
of the Divine Mercy, of Saint Michael, and the Virgin of Mount Carmel and Our Lady, 
Mary Reconciler of Peoples, which previously had been blessed after Mass.

During the first week of August, members of Betania X – operating since 2008 in Williamstown, 
New Jersey, USA – made a pilgrimage to Caracas accompanied by family and friends, under the 
spiritual guidance of Reverend Father Cadmus Mazzarella. It was a group of sixty that stayed at 
the retreat house “Los Rosas of Betania”, adjacent to the Sanctuary of Betania. Everyone full of 
great spirituality and devotion to our Mother in heaven was assisted by the Bianchini family and 
by members of the Betania Foundation. This pilgrimage coincided with the visit of some members 
of Betania VI from Buenos Aires, Argentina, Mr. Michael Dover and Mrs. Mariana Dover with their 
four children, who joined the group.

On this occasion, the visitors – mostly young people in their twenties and thirties – shared with the 
members of Betania I. Despite the difficulties the language barrier produces, they achieved the 
best kind of harmony there can be in their sharing. They went to the Sanctuary, to the grotto of the 
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin, and to the waterfall cascading next to the grotto. Because of the 
rainy season, the torrent of water was plentiful and this allowed them to bathe there. This was a 
great spiritual blessing, since the waters of Betania are holy, healing, and very valuable to the soul, 
as the Virgin Mary Reconciler expressed in one of her messages.

In the following days, the group had the opportunity to go to all the facilities of Finca Betania: 
the museum “Refugio Mater”, built on the spot where Mrs. Bianchini would stay in Betania, the 
Trapiche (Sugar Mill), with its chapel and dining room; the Wall of the Titles of the Virgin; the 
Stations of the Cross; the replica of the House of Loreto, the house in Nazareth where Jesus grew 
up and became a man with his Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph; and the newly opened Oratory, 
“The Cenacle of the Lord”, exquisitely decorated both inside and out, located on a hill in Finca 
Betania called by the Servant of God Mount Zion.

In addition to the daily celebration of the Holy Eucharist and the prayer of the holy rosary, meetings were held so both groups could participate. One of the 
activities was a competition that took place at the Trapiche where ten teams combined with members of both Betanias played. The goal was to put in order 
words or phrases from the Gospels. It turned out to be great fun, with incidences that kept not only the participants, but also those who were simply observers 
cheerful and smiling for several hours.

The visit had its summit on the anniversary of the passing of the Servant of God Maria Esperanza. The celebration was held at the Eastern Cemetery, with a 
solemn Mass officiated by seven priests led by Bishop Georges Kahhale. Subsequently the rosary was prayed at her graveside carpeted with flowers. The 
number of faithful exceeded substantially that of previous years.

The spiritual fruits of this visit have already begun to be known. Healings and conversions have been reported, not just by those who attended the event but 
also by relatives who were not present. The unforgettable memory of this encounter will remain in the hearts of those who were there, who now have the desire 
to repeat it in the future.

Bishop Kahhale and priests celebrating Mass at the Chapel of the “Cementerio del Este”

Pilgrims of Betania X with members of Betania I
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A choir that sings in order to reach their brothers

Youth from Betania share the message of reconciliation in Denmark

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org

During the months of July and August the Betania Choir had a total of eight performances, masterfully 
directed by Maria Auxiliadora Bianchini de Leon, daughter of the Servant of God Maria Esperanza.

They sang on July 8 in the Episcopal ordination of Bishop Tulio Ramirez Padilla that was held in the 
Cathedral of Caracas, with the presence of the Archbishop of Caracas, His Eminence Cardinal Jorge 
Urosa Savino, who, as always, had very positive comments about the presentations of the choir. On July 
14, for the high school graduation of the Institute Simon Bolivar, which was celebrated with a Mass in the 
newly remodeled Church Saint Thomas the Apostle, in Sorocaima, where Father Carlos Porras, Pastor 
of the Church, expressed kind words of praise and gratitude to the choir group. They also participated, 
on July 15, in the celebration of the fifty years of a promotion of the “Colegio La Salle”, during a Mass 
that was held in the Chapel of the institution. Finally, they participated on July 28 at the graduation of 
the alumni of the Monte Avila University, held at the Church of the Holy Family of Nazareth and Saint 
Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer, better known as the Church of La Tahona.

Then, on August 5 they were at the Sanctuary of Betania, for the retreat for the pilgrims who came from 
Betania X, in Williamstown, New Jersey, and Betania VI, in Buenos Aires, Argentina and members of the 
Betania Foundation of Venezuela. On August 6, the choir sang again in Finca Betania for the opening 
and blessing, by Bishop Georges Kahhale, of the beautiful building in Mount Zion called the Oratory, “The 
Cenacle of the Lord”; on August 7, for the 8th Anniversary of the passing of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza, which was commemorated with a Mass in the Chapel of the Eastern Cemetery; and finally on 
August 12, at the Cathedral of Caracas to mark the 165th Anniversary of the consecration of the “mother 
of all churches” of the Archdiocese of Caracas.

The Betania Choir continues to fulfill its apostolic work by evangelizing through their music and 
their spirituality, drawing the attention of those who have had the opportunity to be present at their 
presentations.

On Friday, July 13, 2012, four young members 
of the Betania Foundation I, Carlos Ignacio 
Patrick Marrero Bianchini, Abraham Rafael 
Liscano Ratmiroff, Alvaro Alejandro Hernandez 
Fuenmayor, and Roberto Antonio Leon Perez, 
departed – both in their bodies and in their ideas 
– from the beautiful country that raised them and 
also saw them grow up, destined for Denmark. 
They were invited by Father Timothy Byerley to 
participate in a retreat there. 

As the great song remarks, “love the journey rather 
than the outcome” or as the famous Spanish singer 
also said, “paths are made as you walk.” This was 
the concept that the journey of these young men 
was based on, because for them the course that 
it would take was completely new and unfamiliar, 
for two specific reasons: It was the first time they 
traveled together, and, for most of them, without 
their family; and it was the first time they traveled 
to a cold and remote country of Scandinavia, to 
Denmark.

At first, it was a journey with a specific purpose: 
the travelers of the Betania Foundation should 
assist in a spiritual retreat called “Coram Christo”, 
organized by Annette Hansen and Denise 
Jorgensen, Danish citizens and young evangelists, 
and led by Father Timothy Byerley and the Deacon 
Joseph Izzo. Although the purpose of the trip was 
very specific, the travelers had the opportunity to 
see the city of Copenhagen, Denmark’s capital. 
They discovered that it was a fully developed 

society in all areas, as it is considered one of the 
most modern and developed states in the world. 
It was new for them to see a bike path on every 
street in the city, and quite particular. In fact, 
through these “narrow streets” for bikes, the four 
travelers on their bicycles saw the life style of this 
exciting metropolis.

When the four Venezuelan youth arrived at the 
retreat, they began to socialize with everyone. 
There were people from all over the world, like 
Nigeria, Vietnam, Turkey, Germany, Spain and 
remote areas of the very Denmark. Everyone had a 
very particular point of view on life, but apparently, 
and as is obvious considering the spiritual context 
the retreat had, all pursued an inward call, realized 
in that superior being who created man, God our 
Father. To know more about him, feel him more, 
hear more from him, and thereby acquire ways 
and insights about how to someday be with him 
forever.

These were days of intense sharing. The 
Venezuelans admired the Danish for their solid 
and rational arguments about how and why they 
had embraced the Catholic faith, as well as the 
story of each member of the retreat. When it was 
the Venezuelans’ turn to speak of Betania, they 
stressed the importance of living in love and to 
know that this precious gift can only be received 
fully by opening our hearts to our God. It also was 
mentioned that this was the message the Virgin of 
Betania had brought, that all peoples and nations 

Giovanni Bianchini, Maria Auxiliadora Bianchini de Leon and Juan 
Carlos Leon singing at the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Betania

The Betania Choir at the Chapel of Mary, Virgin and Mother, 
Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations

Roberto Leon, Carlos Marrero, the organizer Annette Hansen, 
Alvaro Hernandez and Abraham Liscano

Fr. Timothy Byerley, Fr. Paul Marx and Deacon Joe Izzo with part of 
the group of the retreat “Coram Christo”

should reconcile with God and therefore among 
themselves. The excitement was such that many 
expressed their desire to go to Betania, particularly 
the organizers of the event.

The missionaries returned filled with love and 
happiness knowing that the retreat was a great 
experience that bore many fruits, including having 
met, shared and developed tight bonds with new 
brothers in Christ, the Savior of the World. 

Pilgrims of Betania X with members of Betania I
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Let us wear the scapular [of our Lady of 
Mount Carmel] with great devotion, with 
the desire of spreading the devotion, of 
giving it to everyone so we all may be 
saved. This is one of the greatest glories 
of our Church through a Holy, Most Pure, 
Most Chaste Mother, the Immaculate 
Conception, the Virgin Mother of the 
Church, our Holy, Apostolic, Roman, and 
Universal Church. Glory be to God! […].

Mary, our sweet Mother, the Flower of 
Mount Carmel, the Wild Violet of Nazareth, 
the Humble Woman of Calvary, wishes us 
to live by sharing together as brothers, 
preparing ourselves to evangelize. […].

The Mother is the beautiful flower that was given to us as Mary, Mother 
of Christ Jesus, as Mother of Mount Carmel, Stella Maris, in Israel. Let us 
rather say that she is over there beautiful, splendid, flourishing, looking at 
the sea, trying to prevent nations from going to war [...].

The Assumption of the Virgin  

Today is a day of great light, and I say of great light, because Mary on this 
day was assumed into heaven. This morning was beautiful when we were 
praying to the Virgin. She is so beautiful and sublime, and she will touch the 
hearts of men on earth, especially of those who follow Jesus [...].

When my Mother flew to heaven, she, Mary, was dressed beautifully like a 
white dove to meet with the Lord. This is the purity of a Virgin, of a Mother 
who surrendered everything and continues to do so, who has gathered us 
all in the middle of our journey to help us build this blessed land. Oh! It will lift 
us, but we must be attentive to it for a better world, for a world that will truly 
be aware that when you love the Lord you respect him, you live honestly, 
you turn away from all evil and danger [...].

(Excerpts of the speeches of the Servant of God between 1991 and 2003.)

Reflections of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza on Our Lady of Mount Carmel and the 

Asumption of the Virgin

Words of the Vice-Postulator
Memorable days in Betania, Venezuela 

Dear Friends of Betania,

I am happy to report that this year’s 
memorial celebration for the 8th 
anniversary of Maria Esperanza’s 
passing was another wonderful 
occasion of prayer, fraternal sharing, 
and joy that seems to characterize all 
the events sponsored by the Betania 
Foundation. This year, like past years, 
was marked by the participation of a 
large contingent of young people from 
Betania X of Williamstown, New Jersey, 

United States. This group, under the guidance of Father Cadmus 
Mazzarella, added a spirit of energy, devotion and warmth that inspired 
everyone. They were joined by the youth from Betania I of Venezuela, 
and also some from Betania VI of Buenos Aires, Argentina making the 
experience truly international.

The high points included the Mass at the cemetery in Caracas and the 
blessing of the beautiful Oratory called “The Cenacle of the Lord” in 
Betania which were celebrated by Bishop Kahhale with the assistance 
of Father Juan Carlos Silva, dinner at Senor Geo’s house, splendid 
meals and fellowship at Los Rosos, and a rare opportunity for the 
pilgrims to immerse themselves in the “holy waters of Betania” in front 
of Our Lady’s statue at the grotto. We all felt privileged to be part of 
these moments of grace and joy this summer, and we are grateful for 
the new friendships that were formed during this pilgrimage. We cannot 
thank the Bianchini family and their co-workers enough for their great 
spirit of service and hospitality.

These memorable days were captured by Julie Dover of Betania VI in 
a video she is producing. Once it is ready, I recommend we all see it.

With prayers and blessings,

Fr. Tim

CAUSE – MRS. MARIA ESPERANZA

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org



Merciful Father, You blessed Maria Esperanza with an abundance of spiritual 
gifts for the consolation of your people. She served You as wife, mother, 
and missionary to promote the unity of the family and the reconciliation of 
all peoples. You enabled her to be the central figure in the manifestations 
of the Virgin Mary, under the title of Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, 
in Betania. Grant us the grace to follow her example of humility, hope, and 
unconditional love.
Through the intercession of your servant, Maria Esperanza, we pray for the 
healing and reconciliation of our families, and for the fraternal unity of the 
entire human family.
Especially, we beseech You to grant us the favors we now request (mention 
your intentions here) through the merits and prayers of your servant. 
Likewise, we humbly implore that she be inscribed in the Church’s catalogue 
of saints, as a universal model of the beatitudes.
We pray all this according to your holy will, cherished by your servant until 
the end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

With the ecclesiastical approval of Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, December 4, 2009

For more information or to report a miracle go to: www.mariaesperanza.org 
and/or www.betania.org.ve
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Humility is the crystal bridge that leads us to heaven.

Humility, humility, humility, and always humility until we lose our senses, 
and we live only for my Lord and for Mary.

I ask the Lord: Give me humility, Lord. It is not what you see on the 
outside, it is what there is in the inside.

Spiritual Maxims of
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF 
MARIA ESPERANZA

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org

Chronological data 
on Mrs. Maria Esperanza

 
• At the age of 14 she became a Franciscan tertiary in Caracas. 
During these years she had cardiac arrhythmias and dizziness, and 
had major health problems
• In 1944 she began to work at the law firm of Dr. Pablo Garcia Perez, 
Dr. Pena and Dr. Castillo. Then she worked at the Agricultural and 
Livestock Bank, and then, at the Department of Communications 
headed by Oscar Massei
• On November 6, 1947 she met the Benedictine Father Emerano 
Fahrnholz (now Venerable) who became one of her early spiritual 
directors
• From November 11, 1947 to May of 1948 she was in bed with a 
heart condition
• In 1948 a medical board of twenty 
professionals gave the following diagnose: 
undetermined illness and deadly condition 
with different facets and intense pain 
throughout her body. She was in a state of 
prostration. She was fed by a feeding tube, 
but did not lack Holy Communion
• On January 14, 1948 she received her 
first message from Jesus Christ. That day 
Father Emerano prayed for her healing. 
She asked the Sacred Heart to heal her 
or let her go, and heard a voice: “Take 
Kolastier.” She sat down and received 
her first message from heaven. After the 
message there was a movement in the 
room similar to an earthquake

Venerable Father Emerano 
Fahrnholz

The Servant of God Maria Esperanza de Bianchini giving a speech

Father Cadmus Mazzarella giving the Servant of God Mrs. Maria Esperanza de Bianchini 
a benediction

The Bianchini’s sharing with the members of the Betania Foundation
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COMMUNITIES OF  BETANIA

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org

On behalf of the sixty-one pilgrims who came to the Venezuela we would like to thank the 
Bianchini family, especially Mr. Geo, the entire Betania Foundation for your kind hospitality, your 
warm embrace of us, and for allowing us to have the best pilgrimage ever! Our people have been 
deeply, deeply touched and our pilgrims enjoyed every moment and every aspect of it. Our youth 
especially enjoyed spending time in fellowship with the youth of Betania I. Our blessed Mother 
was truly present there pouring her Son’s graces for us.

Again we are deeply grateful to all of you! We continue to pray for all the Betanias around the 
world and for Maria Esperanza’s Cause of Beatification and Canonization. There have been 
many wonderful experiences since we returned from there which is a further reception of God’s 
Graces. We will continue to share our experiences with the people of Betania X and all that we 
meet, in order to spread the Betania message! So again thank you very much!

With love and prayers, 

Rev. Cadmus Mazzarella
Pastor of Our Lady of Peace

Mrs. Kari Janisse
Youth Minister

Meetings in Betania VII, Lima, Peru

A warm embrace from Betania X 

Ever since our Betania VII meetings started in Lima, Peru, at Dr. Juan 
Succar’s and his wife’s residence, at La Encantada, Villa, Chorrillos, we have 
gathered once a month. We have followed Mr. Geo’s guidelines regarding 
the contents to be addressed in each meeting. After the prayer of the holy 
rosary, we read the Gospel and the life of the saint of the day, and a message 
or speech of Mrs. Maria Esperanza. Our purpose is to continue learning from 
our Church through the study of the Catechism and through the example of 
the life of our foundress and Servant of God, Maria Esperanza Medrano de 
Bianchini.

In addition, we have other meetings to pray the rosary twice a month at Mrs. 
Ani Figuerola de Riva’s residence, in San Isidro, and on Tuesday’s at Mrs. 
Ofelia Dibos de Sarmiento’s residence, in La Molina.

Last Saturday, on June 30, 2012, we held our most recent general meeting 
in a half-day retreat in which we prayed the rosary and watched a video 

produced by the Bianchini family that was a summary of Our Lady’s apparition 
in Betania, a message of the Betania Foundation, and the opening of the Cause 
of Beatification of Mrs. Maria Esperanza Medrano de Bianchini.

The themes addressed were the mission and purpose of the Betania Foundation 
in working for a better world shielded by faith, through family unity, walking 
beside our Holy Catholic Church. Our first task of evangelization must be in 
our own homes, in order to form a new society in God with holy families, the 
People of God. 

Another aspect that was discussed was how Mrs. Maria Esperanza faced 
crises and difficult moments, and the preparation the members of the Betania 
Foundation need in order to face the moments of change that are coming, and 
to be prepared to evangelize and to become columns of light for those in need.

All those present shared their testimonies, and some spoke of their work in 
charities in the area of Villa and invited others to help the needy.

Juan Succar Rahme
Betania VII, Lima, PeruSpeech of the representative of Betania VII, Dr. Succar

Mr. Geo Bianchini sharing with the Community of Betania X
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CHURCH

The feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel was celebrated 
on July 16. This title of the Virgin Mary is named after this 
mountain in Israel, where the prophets Elijah and Elisha 
worshiped God.

At Mount Carmel, during the celebration of Pentecost, a 
group of faithful saw the apparition of a cloud in which they 
saw the image of the Virgin. A church dedicated to Our Lady 
was built there, and in time the Carmelite Order emerged, 
which today has spread worldwide generating great works 
of charity.

In addition, this devotion has also been given the name of 
Stella Maris. According to history, Our Lady received this 
name because of the persecution the Carmelites suffered, 
who were forced to leave Mount Carmel and before leaving, 
while singing the Salve Regina, they saw Mary appear to 
them and say that she would be their Star of the Sea.

On another occasion, on July 16, 1251, the image of the 
Virgin appeared to Saint Simon Stock, Superior General 

of the Carmelite Order, and gave him the scapular. The 
Mother of God promised to release from purgatory all 
souls who had worn it during their life.

Pope Benedict XVI in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, on July 17, 
2011 stated that “the scapular is a particular sign of union 
with Jesus and Mary. For those who wear it, it is a sign 
of filial abandonment to the protection of the Immaculate 
Virgin”. *

Currently, there is an enormous shrine dedicated to 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel located on Mount Carmel, 
in Haifa, Israel, where thousands of Catholic pilgrims go 
with great devotion to implore the protection of the Virgin 
Mary.

 * Aciprensa (2012). News. Vatican. July 17, 2011. Taken 
on 09-06-2012 from http://www.aciprensa.com/noticia.
php?n=34125

July 16, the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Reminder 
As part of the declaration of the Year of Faith promulgated by His Holiness Benedict XVI, which starts on October 
11, 2012, and ends on November 24, 2013, we invite all our readers to continue to pursue the uplifting reading of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Then we will be following the inspiration the Holy Father desires “to usher 
the whole Church into a time of particular reflection and rediscovery of faith” (Benedict XVI, Porta Fidei, no. 4). 

 St. Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City, Rome. Italy

Concerts of the Betania Choir

Place: Italy and Israel
Date: September 10-24, 2012
Details: Pilgrimage organized by the Betania Foundation
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