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A Word From the President of the Betania Foundation, Mr. Geo Bianchini Giani 

My wife Maria Esperanza is my great memory. She is my unforgettable and eternal love. The moment when I will be able 
to see her again I will be very happy because she changed my life. On the tenth anniversary of her passing from this world 
I was glad to see that the church was filled with people who came with true love as well as all the pilgrims who traveled 
for this occasion. It was wonderful when we went to pray the rosary at her grave. We were blessed with the rain that fell. 
It truly was a pleasure to share with everyone the love that Maria Esperanza taught us to have for God and the Blessed 
Mother. 

The Canigua Institute Went on a
Pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of Betania 

10th Anniversary of the 
Passing of the Servant 

of God Maria Esperanza 
de Bianchini 

Excerpt of a Message of Our 
Lady Given to Mrs. Maria 

Esperanza Bianchini

My little children, reaffirm your 
trust in the adorable Heart of my 

Jesus, who is in love with the 
delights of his Father! Lean on 
the promises of the Lord who 

hears the prayers of his children, 
and whose mercy reaffirms all 

forever! Do not worry, for priestly 
and religious vocations shall 

multiply. Apostles of my Heart, 
fill yourselves with gratitude for 
all shall taste love and wisdom, 

since the Holy Spirit shall 
enlighten each one of you in 

these apocalyptic times with his 
divine grace, sustaining all with 
bountiful fruits and divine rain!

July 6, 1987
11:30 a.m.

13 APPARITION

On July 21 a group of school 
teachers of the Canigua School 
went on a pilgrimage to the 
Sanctuary of Betania. Father 
Jhonfer Camacho celebrated Mass 
at 11:30 in the morning. Once the 
liturgical celebration had ended 
Maria Esperanza Foley, daughter 
of the Servant of God, shared 
with the visitors the importance 
of the message Our Lady brings: 
reconciliation. Later, she gave 
them a tour around the religious 
monuments of the property that 
ended at the sugar mill with a video 
about the apostolate of the Servant 
of God. Then they had a snack.

On August 7, the tenth anniversary 
of the passing of the protagonist of 
the apparitions of the Virgin in the 
Sanctuary of Betania, the Servant of 
God Maria Esperanza de Bianchini, 
was commemorated. Bishop Georges 
Kahhale, Exarch of the Greek-Melkite 
Catholic Church in Venezuela presided 
over the Eucharistic celebration, 
and several Venezuelan and foreign 
priests concelebrated. The Mass was 
at 3:00 p.m. at the Eastern Cemetery.
 
The music of the Betania Choir 
accompanied the liturgy. Likewise, 
members of the Betania Foundation, 
of the Betania Communities around 
the world, and many devoted to the 
Servant of God were present. After 
Holy Mass, the attendees went where 
her remains lie to pray the rosary, 
leave flowers, and their intentions. 

Pilgrims of the Canigua School in 
the Sanctuary of Betania with Father 
Jhonfer Camacho and members of the 
Betania Foundation

Maria Esperanza Foley spoke about 
the importance of the message that 
Mary, Virgin and Mother, Reconciler of 
All Peoples and Nations brings

Statue of Our Lady of 
Coromoto at the church of 
Saint Anne

Bishop Georges Kahhale presided over Mass for the 
Servant of God and Venezuelan and foreign priests 
concelebrated 

The Betania Choir Celebrated the Solemnity
of Our Lady of Coromoto

On September 11, Venezuela rejoiced 
while celebrating the solemnity of Our 
Lady of Coromoto. The Betania Choir 
was invited to the church of Saint 
Anne at El Hatillo district at 6:30 p.m. 
to accompany Father Numa Rivero 
during the feast of the patroness of all 
Venezuelans. The liturgical ceremony 
was attended by many parishioners 
who honored the Virgin. Father asked 
for the intercession of the Mother of 
God to attain reconciliation and love 
in Venezuela, and invited everyone 
to join him in his prayer. The Betania 
Choir sang joyful hymns dedicated to 
the Mother of Jesus.

th

	  

The Newsletter 
of the Betania 

Foundation



02 www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org

(…). You must know that the earth will 
shudder, we will suffer, but we will make 
it. These are little touches of the love of 
the Lord to call his children. These little 
touches hurt, but at the same time we 
recover when we see that they are lessons 
of love to make us understand that we are 
not fully well. We are failing weakened by 
a world of sin, by a world eager for power, 
leadership and riches. The power of being 
outstanding. No, no, sir. (…).

This century is agonizing, but this century 
is winning many souls, although some are 
being lost due to many things. There are 
men seeking the truth, seeking things, 

they do not know what they are looking for, but they go on in their quest. 
The day will come in which they will find their truth: Jesus, Jesus the Master, 
Jesus the great prophet of all times, Jesus the Great Master of all the 
existing times and all the days that may exist for evermore. (…).

Reflections of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini 

Words of the Vice-Postulator

The Tenth Anniversary of Maria 
Esperanza’s Passing

It is hard to believe that it has been ten 
years since we were accompanying 
Maria Esperanza in her final months of 
life in Long Beach Island, New Jersey, 
USA! Those were times of both sorrow 
and grace. When her family members 
look back on those days, they remember 
that to the very end of her life, Maria 
Esperanza continued to show them that 
affection and unconditional acceptance 
that characterized her entire life. Even 

though she was sick, unable to speak and near death, she was touching 
everyone with her gift of love. At the same time, her patience and 
faith in the face of her illness and personal suffering were a lesson of 
surpassing value. We must never forget this example of living a life of 
supernatural grace in the midst of earthly trials.

God bless you,
Fr. Tim Byerley

CAUSE – MARIA ESPERANZA

We must unite in order to prevent war. What do we – the Catholics – have to do? 
We have to live the Gospel, especially help one another grow spiritually in the 
family, and intone a canticle of love and thanksgiving to the Lord.

These times are serious times because worldwide circumstances truly are tense, 
and we need much prayer, meditation, penance, and the Eucharist.

Christ is the truth, and until He is acknowledged there will be no peace in the 
world, we will live in constant war.

Spiritual Maxims of Maria Esperanza Bianchini 

Sunday, April 25, 1993

Mrs. Maria Esperanza Bianchini’s Speech
Lowell’s Memorial Auditorium
Lowell, Massachusetts, USA

• In October, 1956, Maria Esperanza informed Geo that the pastor of St. Peter’s 
Basilica, Monsignor Giulio Rossi was waiting to speak to him. During the 
conversation, Monsignor told Geo he should prepare his papers because Maria 
Esperanza wanted to get married on December 8.

• On December 8, 1956, Maria Esperanza and Geo married in the Chapel of the 
Choir of the Immaculate Conception in St. Peter’s Basilica. Monsignor Giulio 
Rossi married them.

Chronological Data
on Maria Esperanza

Merciful Father, You blessed Maria Esperanza with an abundance of 
spiritual gifts for the consolation of your people. She served You as 
wife, mother, and missionary to promote the unity of the family and 
the reconciliation of all peoples. You enabled her to be the central 
figure in the manifestations of the Virgin Mary, under the title of 
Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, in Betania. Grant us the grace 
to follow her example of humility, hope, and unconditional love.
Through the intercession of your servant, Maria Esperanza, we pray 
for the healing and reconciliation of our families, and for the fraternal 
unity of the entire human family.
Especially, we beseech You to grant us the favors we now request 
(mention your intentions here) through the merits and prayers of your 
servant. Likewise, we humbly implore that she be inscribed in the 
Church’s catalogue of saints, as a universal model of the beatitudes.
We pray all this according to your holy will, cherished by your servant 
until the end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

With the ecclesiastical approval of Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of 
Metuchen, New Jersey, December 4, 2009

For more information or to report a miracle go to: www.
mariaesperanza.org and/or www.betania.org.ve

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF 
MARIA ESPERANZA 
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Pope Francis Asks for the Conflict in Iraq to Come to an End

Betania V Joined the Pilgrimage
to the Sanctuary of Betania

Betania VI, Argentina, Shares
its Pilgrimage to the

Sanctuary of Betania 

The Catholic Church works relentlessly in pursuit of a solution to the conflict in Iraq. Pope 
Francis has expressed his concern and spiritual closeness to the situation. On August 7, 2014 
he wrote a letter to the Secretary General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, in which he 
renews his urgent call to the international community “to take action to end the humanitarian 
tragedy now underway”.*
Catholics from the whole world are united in this petition and accompany the intentions of the 
Holy Father with their prayer. 

A group of pilgrims from Betania V, Miami, 
joined eight other communities of Betania 
around the world to commemorate the 
tenth anniversary of the passing of our 
beloved Mrs. Bianchini. The moment we 
set our feet in Betania, land of grace, 
and the site of the apparitions of Mary, 
Virgin and Mother, Reconciler of All 
Peoples and Nations joy overflowed 
from our hearts. These were truly days 
of great spiritual gladness while sharing 
with Mr. Bianchini, the family, and all the 
communities in pilgrimage. 

The feeling that each of us sensed 
through the myriad of details of love and 
the service of the foundation in Venezuela 
– a reflection of the love of the Blessed 
Virgin and of the teachings of our beloved 
Servant of God – made us feel renewed, 
strengthened, and spoiled in body, soul, 
and spirit. We have returned with the 
desire to give the best of ourselves to 
our families and in our communities in 
thanksgiving for all the benefits our souls 
received. 

COMMUNITIES OF BETANIA AND THE CHURCH 

* Pope Francis. (2014). Letter of the Holy Father to the Secretary General of the United Nations Organization Concerning the 
Situation in Northern Iraq. August 9, 2014. Holy See Vatican. Taken from:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2014/documents/papa-francesco_20140809_lettera-ban-ki-moon-iraq.html Pope Francis praying for world peace

Pilgrimage of the communities of Betania in Mount Zion, 
in Finca Betania 

Mr. Geo Bianchini, priests, and 
pilgrims from Argentina at the 
tomb of the Servant of God 

Thank you, Mother of God. Thank you, 
Mrs. Bianchini. We thank all the priests who 
accompanied us with the sacraments. We 
thank Mr. Bianchini for his guidance and 
love. The entire Bianchini family and all the 
members of the foundation in Venezuela for 
giving and giving regardless of how fatigued 
you could have been, so all pilgrims could 
feel the reality of the fraternal union that 
is preparing us for the new dawn of Jesus 
and the triumph of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. 

We are eternally grateful, 
The Community of Betania V 

Betania VI, Argentina, shares its pilgrimage to the 
Sanctuary of Betania. With great excitement Betania VI, 
Argentina, happily arrived at the Sanctuary of Betania, 
joyous to place all the intentions that we brought at the feet 
of the Virgin, and willing to honor the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza on the tenth anniversary of her passing from 
this world. It also was a wonderful opportunity to thank Mr. 
Bianchini for these years of support and love.

We truly were able to sense the profound experience of 
what community and brotherhood mean. It was a great 
gift to share all this with the other eight Communities of 
Betania that came from elsewhere. We came back home 
feeling very happy, and with a burning and inflamed heart 
willing to share everything we lived.
 
A big kiss and our eternal gratitude. With love and on 
behalf of the other pilgrims and our entire community, I 
embrace you, 
Norma Varone 
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AGENDA

PETITIONS

Trips
Betania XVI
“Come and Experience the Joy and Love of the 
Betania Family at our 17th Annual Conference” 
From October 31 to November 2, 2014 
Spiritual retreat and Marian conference 

Petitions of the Communities 
Let us pray for the necessities of our Holy Church and of the world, and 
especially for our brothers and sisters who have the following requests:

In Thanksgiving:
For the improvement of Mr. Geo Bianchini, Gladys, the Cayama family, and 
Vita Fonte 

Health Petitions:
For the health of:  Betania I: Geo Bianchini, Elizabeth Garcia, Luis Grateron, 
Narcisa, Mary of Gebran, Zulay Pisco, Vera Salas, Isaac Salas, Geivert 
Castillo, Elba Gutierrez, Jesus Morgado, Renato and Jose Yanez, Jose 
González, Pascual Taglialatela, Silvia Gonzalez, Margarita Diaz, Liliana 
Cayama, Vita Fonte, Ricardo Gutierrez, family Schultz, Raul Carreno, Yaritza 
Toledo, Pietro Catanese, Dolores Czech, Coromoto, Andreina Carolino, 
Mery de Souto, Lala Alzuarge Nicolas Lapadula, Johnnatan Garcia, and Alex 
Succar. Betania VI: Tomy. Betania VII: Bibi Valverde, Roxana Bedoya, and 
Isabel Betania. Betania XIII: Carole Giordano. 

For the cancer patients
Betania I: Freddy Montes de Oca, Gustavo Izquierdo, Elizabeth Franco, 
Gladys, Jorge Rasquin, Kathy Mancilla, Rodrigo Aspron, Gisela Gonzalez 
Evangelista Perez, and Mariela Toro. Betania VII: Roxana Bedoya. Betania 
XIV: Pam Hart.

Urgent intentions: 
Betania XIV: Merle McGann.

Special Intentions: 
For the entire Church, Pope Francis, all the bishops, priests and religious 
that form part of our Betania family, especially those who work for the cause 
of Maria Esperanza.
For Pope Francis’ relatives.
For the religious who are persecuted, for those who have doubts.
For the cause of beatification of Maria Esperanza and for Father Timothy 
Byerley who gives it impulse.
For all the Communities of Betania around the world.
For priestly and religious vocations.
For a special intention of Jose Sabta.
For the spiritual retreat of the Discalced Carmelite Friars of Venezuela
For the rulers of all the countries of the world, and for those who have 
political and economic power, so they may all have the well-being of the 
nations at heart.
For peace, love, and reconciliation in Venezuela and Ukraine.
For peace in the Middle East and the whole world.
For families, for couples that are going through a crisis, so the Blessed Virgin 
and Saint Joseph may lead them through the path of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth.
For the Bianchini family and for Mr. Bianchini, so the Holy Spirit may always 
guide his steps, God may grant him grace, health and strength to continue 
working for God and the Blessed Virgin.

Father of Goodness, listen to our prayer and grant unto your servants, who 
trust in You, the gift of your grace to embrace your love in unity, and reach 
with your mercy, after this life, the eternal kingdom, through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord. Amen.

Events
Eastern Cemetery 
August 7, 2014; 3:00 p.m. 
Holy Mass in commemoration of the 10th 
anniversary of the passing of the Servant of God 
Maria Esperanza Bianchini 

 

Pilgrimages
July 5, 2014. Salesian group from the 
Youth Center of Saint Dominic Savio 
from Duaca, Lara State. Father Pablo 
Vilaseca of the Secular Institute Servi 
Trinitatis. Group of Holy Family Parish 
from Valencia, Carabobo State, and the 
Samaritans Charismatic Community 
July 21, 2014. Teachers of the Canigua 
Institute 
From August 3 to 10, 2014. Communities 
of Betania II, III, V, VI, VII, X, XI, and XIV 
September 6, 2014. Group with Father 
Victor Hugo Mendieta from the parish El 
Cartanal, Valles del Tuy, Miranda State. 
Youth group that had received their 
Confirmation and others who were to 
receive their First Communion with the 
Missionaries of Charity 
September 13, 2014. Group from the 
Mayoralty Cristobal Rojas Distric, 
Charallave. Tourism of Charallave and 
pilgrims from Barquisimeto, Lara State

Concerts
The Cathedral of Caracas
July 6, 2014; 1:00 p.m. 
Holy Mass for the Episcopal Ordination of Jose 
Trinidad Fernandez Angulo 

The Cathedral of Caracas
July 13, 2014; 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Mass in commemoration of the 115 years 
of the consecration of Venezuela to the Blessed 
Sacrament and 40 years of the union of the 
confraternities of the Blessed Sacrament 

Chapel of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Lomas de 
La Lagunita 
July 16, 2014; 6:00 p.m. 
Holy Mass in commemoration of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel

Church of the Holy Family of Nazareth, La Tahona 
July 26, 2014; 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Mass in thanksgiving for the graduation of the 
alumni of the University Monte Avila 

Sanctuary of Betania 
August 4, 2014; 11:30 a.m. 
Holy Mass to welcome the pilgrimage of eight 
Communities of Betania 

Sanctuary of Betania 
August 5, 2014; 11:30 a.m. 
Holy Mass

Chapel of the Eastern Cemetery 
August 7, 2014; 3:00 p.m. 
Holy Mass in commemoration of the 10th 
anniversary of the passing of the Servant of 
God Maria Esperanza Bianchini 

Sanctuary of Betania and Finca Betania 
August 8, 2014; 11:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
Holy Mass and concert 

Church Santa Rosalia de Palermo, El Hatillo 
September 4, 2014; 5:30 p.m. 
Holy Mass in commemoration of the feast 
of Saint Rosalia of Palermo celebrated by 
Cardinal Urosa Savino 

Church of Saint Anne, La Lagunita 
September 11, 2014; 6:00 p.m. 
Holy Mass in commemoration of the 
solemnity of Our Lady of Coromoto 

Church of the Holy Family of Nazareth, La 
Tahona 
September 24, 2014; 9:00 p.m. 
Holy Mass to celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of the Canigua Institute

Petitions for the deceased: 
For the souls in Purgatory. Betania I: Alexandra Alcantara, Elizabeth, Juan 
Colmenares, Luis Lesmes, Aida Corser, Esperanza Garcia, Ana Acosta, 
Kathy Mancilla, Luis Mejias, Phidias and Mariela Toro. Betania New Jersey: 
Vince Carpinelli. 
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