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In mid-March, early April, part of the family traveled to Italy, Rome to 
receive the new Pope Francesco, and pray so he may serve as head of the 
Church according to the will of God. We had the good fortune of hearing 
him with his simple and straightforward style, expressing spiritual and 
pragmatic thoughts, teaching the People of God. We also visited several 
shrines praying for the mission of the Holy Father, for the communities 
of Betania, for the mission the Lord entrusted Maria Esperanza, and for 
the whole world. Likewise we were pleased to share with the group of 
Betania VIII, Rome, Italy, that felt touched by the grace and understood 
the importance of prayer.

The Betania Choir Gives Thanks
For Its XXXII Anniversary

The Betania Choir
participated in the Mass 

for the Patriarch of Antioch 
and the Middle East

Excerpt of a Message of Our 
Lady Given to Mrs. Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini

Little children, today I make myself 
present once more because the 

great time has come, the time of a 
Church for everyone, the Universal 

Church, which establishes the 
rules and points out, according 
to the Law, the moral guidance 
of how children should conduct 

themselves, respecting the 
commandments and doctrine 

of my Divine Son, and devoting 
themselves to the wellbeing 

of everyone, especially to the 
most needy. They must start by 

improving their inner life, renewing 
their spirit with particular attention 
to meeting with the Lord. Thus they 
may enter fully into the defense of 

human rights!

MARCH 27
1984

11:30 P.M.

8th APPARITION

It is a great spiritual and professional satisfaction to be 
celebrating 32 years of the foundation of the Betania Choir, 
because by staying together our friendship and musical 
experience have grown. Also we have the joy of knowing 
that our work has helped other feel closer to heaven or 
hopeful and excited when they listen to our songs. It is the 
love for the Lord that has allowed us to persevere, because 
this work is for him. It is He who does it all through us. It is 
to give glory to the Lord, so others may feel this love. It is 
a spiritual life, sharing, and knowing that we have a goal; 
evangelization through song, which is this mission of love 
and peace that my mom left us as an inheritance.

I hope that the Betania Choir soon may conclude several 
recording projects, and in the future I hope that new talents 
may be prepared within the choir, and the youth may be 
more aware of the importance of participating in this task. 
Amen.

For the first time, Venezuela welcomed 
Cardinal Bechara Boutros Peter Rai, 
Maronite Patriarch of Antioch and all the 
Middle East. The visit was from May 12 to 14. 
On May 12 a solemn Mass was celebrated at 
the Church St. Charbel in Caracas, in Arabic, 
Spanish and Aramaic. The Holy Mass was 
accompanied by the Betania Choir and an 
Arabic Choir. The ceremony lasted almost 
two hours. After Mass, devout families made 
a line to greet the Patriarch. According to the 
Bishop of the Maronite Diocese of Mexico, 
George Abi Saad, the purpose of the visit 
was to strengthen the faith of the Lebanese 
community in Venezuela.

The Betania Choir with the president of the Betania Foundation, Geo Bianchini

Cardinal Bechara Boutros Peter Rai, Maronite Patriarch of 
Antioch and all the Middle East

Four Communities of
Betania Have Their

Own Website
Four communities of Betania have their own 
website. Now you can find out about the 
activities of Betania I, Caracas, Venezuela, 
through www.betania.org.ve and/or www.
mariaesperanza.org, Betania II, Medway, 
MA, USA through the website www.betania2.
org; Betania XI, Haddon Heights, NJ, USA by 
http://betaniaxi.weebly.com/ and Betania 
XVI, Vandalia, Illinois, USA by writing www.
osmm.org 

The Newsletter 
of the Betania 

Foundation

Words of the President of the
Betania Foundation 
Geo Bianchini Giani
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The Holy Father, the Pope of Rome, is light 
of the world, because Jesus has given him 
this light, strength, wholesomeness, will, 
and human warmth to help us walk better 
in life. His teachings are fruitful, beautiful, 
and clear explaining the responsibility of 
today’s man.
Behold, the beauty of our Church, the 
living faith of the Pope who stands up to 
strengthen us and help us at all times with 
his prayer, with sacrifice, and especially 
by going from one place to another to 
give light to the shadows that surround 
the people where there is contamination 
because of sin.
Do you know how grand and wonderful it 
is to penetrate hearts with the knowledge 

that God has told [the Holy Father] that nothing, no one, will be able to stop 
the march of that blessed image he has as the Pope? No one, because 
Jesus is with him, He lives with him. They remain together holding hands to 
compensate for the sorrowful hours of a people that longs for social justice.

(Excerpts from the speeches of the Servant of God between 1994 and 1998)

Reflections of the Servant of God
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini 

The Vicar of Christ

Words of the Vice-Postulator

Dear Members of the Betania Family,
Something happened this past March 
that I could never have expected to occur 
in my life. I was the spiritual director a 
group of nineteen Americans who were 
on pilgrimage in Rome. We had planned 
the pilgrimage twelve months earlier. As 
it turned out, our pilgrimage providentially 
coincided with the exact week of the 
papal election. By the mercy of God, we 
were in Saint Peter’s Square when Pope 
Francis was elected, very close to the 
loggia, when the new Holy Father gave 

his first papal blessing. It was an exhilarating moment of spiritual joy 
and sense of the Universal Church. The trip was also enhanced with 
some wonderful moments of prayer, dining and fraternal sharing with 
Senor Geo, Maria Gracia, Samir, Coromoto, Carlos, and their children, 
who were also in Rome at that time. I remember especially our prayers 
at the Tomb of Saint Peter for all of the Betania Communities around the 
world and for the sick and suffering.

Blessings to all,

Fr. Tim

CAUSE – MRS. MARIA ESPERANZA

Merciful Father, You blessed Maria Esperanza with an abundance of spiritual 
gifts for the consolation of your people. She served You as wife, mother, and 
missionary to promote the unity of the family and the reconciliation of all 
peoples. You enabled her to be the central figure in the manifestations of the 
Virgin Mary, under the title of Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, in Betania. 
Grant us the grace to follow her example of humility, hope, and unconditional 
love.
Through the intercession of your servant, Maria Esperanza, we pray for the 
healing and reconciliation of our families, and for the fraternal unity of the entire 
human family.
Especially, we beseech You to grant us the favors we now request (mention 
your intentions here) through the merits and prayers of your servant. Likewise, 
we humbly implore that she be inscribed in the Church’s catalogue of saints, 
as a universal model of the beatitudes.
We pray all this according to your holy will, cherished by your servant until the 
end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

With the ecclesiastical approval of Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of Metuchen, 
New Jersey,
December 4, 2009
For more information or to report a miracle go to: www.mariaesperanza.org 
and/or www.betania.org.ve

Call Mary to be your counselor, your guide, your teacher, and your advocate.

Spiritual Maxim of
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF 
MARIA ESPERANZA

Chronological Data 
on Mrs. Maria Esperanza

 
- On October 3, 1954, while in the Convent of Merida, she had 
a mystical experience. She saw St. Therese of the Child Jesus 
at the altar, who tossed her a rose. At the same time she heard 
the voice of Jesus telling her she had to go to Rome 
- On October 4, 1954, she returned to Caracas 
- On October 28, 1954 she went on her first trip to Rome
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Betania VIII, Rome, ItalyThe Betania Foundation 
Uses Video Conferences to 

Strengthen Ties With Its
Communities

Mr. Geo Bianchini, Maria Gracia, Giovanni, Maria 
Coromoto, and their families spent a long period 
of time in Rome, which began with the election of 
Pope Francis. They shared a lot with Betania VIII, 
revealing the history and mission of the Betania 
Foundation to new people.
During Holy Week we went to the Washing of the 
feet at the Basilica of San Sebastian, with Father 
Renzo Campetella, and to the Easter Vigil, with 
the Bernardi family, from Cremona. We prayed the 
rosary, and there were moments of dialogue and 
of joy, as on Easter Sunday in the house of the 
Collis, and ours (Marco and Francesca), where 
we danced and sang with the youth. Mrs. Mary 
Smith of Betania XII (Frankfurt, Germany) and Ms. 
Cecilia Estrada, from Houston, USA, also came.
It is difficult to describe in few words the moments 
spent with Mr. Bianchini and his beautiful family, or 
name all the people whom we shared with, but we 
can say that for the spiritual growth of Betania VIII 
it has been essential to spend all these moments 
together.

Marco Parigi

Betania XI,
Haddon Heights,

NJ, USA

The Community of Betania XI was 
established on May 7, 2010 in Haddon 
Heights, New Jersey. We meet on the 
2nd and 4th Friday of every month 
at the home of Annie and Angelo 
Carolfi, in Oaklyn, NJ. We are blessed 
to have Father Timothy Byerley, the 
Vice-Postulator, lead us in the rosary. 
Deacon Joe Izzo and Father Frederick 
Link regularly lead the meetings when 
Father Tim cannot be with us. During this 
Year of Faith, and like all of the Betania 
Communities around the world, we are 
prayerfully reading the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. We also shared 
a beautiful evening with some of the 
family members of the Servant of God, 
Maria Esperanza, pictured here. The 
evening was filled with pure joy; you 
could immediately sense the message 
of family unity. We continue to strive 
for this unity in our own community and 
welcome all into our Betania family. Our 
local Community’s website is:  http://
betaniaxi.weebly.com/ 

God bless,
Chrissy Angeli

The Betania VIII group having lunch with some Bianchini family 
members 

Video conference with Betania III, LBI, NJ, USA

“Be Shepherds With the Smell of Sheep”

On March 28, His Holiness Francis, in his first Chrism Mass as Bishop of Rome, reflected on the 
priesthood. In his homily he offered a prayer saying: “May God the Father renew in us the Spirit 
of holiness with whom we have been anointed […] that this anointing may spread to everyone 
[…] where our faithful people most look for it and most appreciate it. May our people sense that 
we are the Lord’s disciples […] and may they receive through our words and deeds the oil of 
gladness which Jesus, the Anointed One, came to bring us.” He also exhorted the faithful to 
accompany all priests with their prayer.

We invite you to read the rest of the homily following this link:

* Vatican (2013). Pope Francisco. Homily of Pope Francisco during the Chrism Mass 2013. 
Retrieved 03-28-2013 from
ht tp : / /www.va t ican .va /ho ly_ fa ther / f rancesco/homi l ies /2013/documents /papa-
francesco_20130328_messa-crismale_en.html

Pope Francis

COMMUNITIES OF BETANIA AND THE CHURCH

The Betania Foundation began its video 
conferences with the communities of 
Betania around the world. On May 31, 2013 
Fr. Timothy Byerley, Mr. Geo Bianchini, 
Maria Esperanza Foley, Maria Coromoto 
Marrero, other members, adults and young, 
of Betania I from Caracas, Venezuela, 
spoke and saw Betania III (Long Beach 
Island, NJ, USA), with Robert and Doris 
Dodds, and others. Betania II (Medway, 
MA, USA) was the other community with 
which they had a video conference on 
June 2, 2013. Father Richard Clancy, 
Sister Margaret Sims, Sister Dolores, Rose 
Patek, Carol Cohoon, and dozens of others 
shared over the Internet. They strengthened 
ties by sharing smiles, ideas, experiences 
and purposes, such as, spiritual growth, 
evangelization, prayer, unity, living the 
Gospel, surrendering to God, living in the 
community, and embracing the charism of 
Betania.

Betania XI, Haddon Heights, Nueva Jersey, EE.UU.
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AGENDA

Trips
Betania VIII, Rome, Italy
From March 12 to April 3, 2013
The visit of the Bianchini family to give support to the Church and to the Community of 
Betania
 
Lima, Peru
From August 31 to September 1, 2013
Marian Congress “Maria Mediadora y camino a Jesus” 
Marian Congress “Maria Mediadora y camino a Jesus”

Petitions of the Communities
Let us pray for the necessities of our Holy Church and of the world, and 
especially for our brothers and sisters who have the following requests:

In Thanksgiving:
For our Holy Father Francis. For the recovery of Mr. Bianchini. For a new 
anniversary of the Foundation and Choir Betania. For Julie Anne and her 
new job.

Health Petitions:
For the health of:  Betania I: Bishop Ovidio Perez Morales, Lizette Lugo, 
Guenis Fajardo, Giovanni Cherchi. Betania VI: Mariana D., Tete, Toia, Ana, 
Juan (Pato), Javier, Ezequiel, Bett, Mae, Doreen, Ema B., Juan Ignacio Z., 
Isidro, Daniel F., Horacio R., Jorge V, Lucas Miniati, baby Lucia. Betania X: 
The mother of Fr. Vic.
For the cancer patients: Betania I: Gabriel Gentile, Gisela Mejías, William 
Osorio, Brian Iván Rodríguez, Luis Alejandro. Betania VI: Diana, Federico 
M, Ines G.M., Yoyo, Placa P., Fanta W., Ambrosio, Pablo F., Susi, Diana P., 
Anita, Jeremias y Mateo Z. Betania X: Carla.
Fort the pregnant: Monica y Nancy. Betania VI: Yaya and Josefina.

Petitions for the Deceased:
For the souls in Purgatory, the athletes of Boston, Father Joseph Salerno. 
Betania I: Mrs. Reinalda Planchart. Betania VI: Mr. Raul Roza. Betania X: 
Baby Juliana.

Special Petitions:
For the entire Church, Pope Francis, all the bishops, priests and religious 
that form part of our Betania family, especially those who work for the cause 
of Maria Esperanza.
For the religious who are persecuted, for those who have doubts.
For the cause of beatification of Maria Esperanza and for Father Timothy 
Byerley who gives it impulse.
For all the Communities of Betania around the world.
For priestly and religious vocations.
For the rulers of all the countries of the world, and for those who have political 
and economical power, so they may all have the well-being of the nations at 
heart.
For peace in the Middle East and the world.
For the families, for the couples that are going through a crisis, so the Blessed 
Virgin and Saint Joseph may lead them through the path of the Holy Family 
of Nazareth. 
For the Bianchini family and for Mr. Bianchini, so the Holy Spirit may always 
guide his steps, God may grant him grace, health and strength to continue 
working for God and the Blessed Virgin.
For the happy journey back to Venezuela of the Schultz-Marrero family.
Betania VI: For the relatives of Raul Roza, for those who are suffering due to 
the disaster in Buenos Aires, for Corina S., Marcos M., Rosario P. Cande O. 
Betania X: For the parents of baby Katie Keogh, Dara and Rosleen.

Father of Goodness, listen to our prayer and grant unto your servants, who 
trust in You, the gift of your grace to embrace your love in unity, and reach 
with your mercy, after this life, the eternal kingdom, through Jesus Christ, Our 
Lord. Amen.

Concerts
School Claret
May 5, 2013; 10:00 a.m.
Holy Mass, Confirmations
 
Church Saint Charbel, Caracas
May 12, 2013; 6:00 p.m.
Holy Mass for the Maronite Patriarch of Antioch 
and the Middle East
 
School La Salle La Colina
May 18, 2013; 6:00 p.m.
Holy Mass, 100 years of La Salle in Venezuela
 

Parish San Luis Gonzaga
May 26, 2013; 1:00 p.m.
Holy Mass, 50th anniversary of the parish
 
School Canigua
June 10, 2013; 10:00 a.m.
Holy Mass, Graduation
 
Church San Jose del Avila
June 16, 2013; 11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass, Father’s Day
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   PETITIONS

Pilgrimages to the Sanctuary of the Virgin of Betania
April 27, 2013. Group from Church N.S. de la Esperanza, La Urbina

April 28, 2013. Groups from the Chapel of Blessed Mother Maria of San Jose, and Parish NS del Valle of 
Catia la Mar, with the Missionaries of Charity, Vargas State 

May 13, 2013. Ladies of the Opus Dei, Church Sagrada Familia de Nazaret

May 17, 2013. Groups from schools of San Juan de los Morros and Calabozo, Guarico State 

May 25, 2013. Groups from the Legionaries of Mary, from the Confraternity of the Virgin Maria Auxiliadora, 
and Parish Santo Cristo de La Vega 

May 31, 2013. Group for their First Communion of the community of Los Rosos

June 7, 2013. Professors of the School Los Campitos and Claritian priests from the Parish Los Dos 
Caminos

June 9, 2013. Missionaries of Charity, Catia La Mar, Vargas State

Events
Lomas de La Lagunita
May 16, 2013; 6:30 p.m.
Talk of the Betania Foundation

Cementerio del Este
August 7, 2013; 
Gathering for the IX anniversary of the passing of 
the Servant of God Maria Esperanza

Video Conferences of Betania I
with the Communities
Betania III (Long Beach Island); May 31, 2013; 7:30 p.m.

Betania II (Medway); June 2, 2013; 3:00 p.m.

Betania V (Miami); June 22, 2013; 5:30 p.m.

Betania VI (Buenos Aires); June 30, 2013; 3:30 p.m.

Betania VII (Lima); July 11, 2013; 6:30 p.m.

Betania XVII (Houma); August 13, 2013; 7:00 p.m.

Betania XVI (Vandalia); date and time to be agreed


